
A one-of-a-kind guide to literature that might be hidden away in your 
library, Essay & General Literature Index Retrospective offers precise  

access to tens of thousands of essays that are often inaccessible. The  
database unlocks a wealth of information in thousands of collections and  
anthologies, making your library more valuable to researchers in a wide  
array of fields.

n �Coverage spans the entire range of the humanities and social sciences, 
including literary works, art history, drama, and film.

n �Indexes single and multi-author collections, plus selected annuals  
and serials. 

n �Covers publications from the U.S., Canada, and Great Britain. 

n �Find the precise articles you need, with searching by keyword, subject, 
title, author, date of publication, or any combination.

n �Cites more than 249,000 essays in collections back to 1900.

n �Search seamlessly with Essay & General Literature Index for more  
than a century of coverage.

REGISTER FOR A FREE TRIAL

Less Searching, More Finding

www.hwwilson.com/trial

Essay & General  
Literature Index 
Retrospective:  
1900-1984

A unique  
guide to  

eight decades  
of literature  
that might  

be hidden away 
in your library.

“It’s easy for the  
casual researcher to use 
yet offers powerful and  
sophisticated searching 

for the committed  
scholar, and it puts  

80-plus years’ worth 
of essays within  
one’s reach...”
—Library Journal

• �Time-saving—access decades of print volumes, remotely.

• �Cost effective —just pennies per record.

• �Out-Right Purchase (Perpetual License) and annual subscription  
plans available.



 

A few facts about Essay & General Literature Retrospective:

n �Essays in books and periodicals published since 1900 

n �Includes not only the works of modern essayists, but also many essays by earlier 
writers, such as Addison, Bacon, Carlyle, Emerson, Hazlitt, and Lamb

n �Entries cover philosophy, religion, political science, economics, law, education,  
linguistics, science, the various arts, literature, and history

n �Provides author, title, and subject access to extensive material that is  
inaccessible through library catalogs and traditional indexes

n �Includes detailed contents notes for many analyzed works 

n �Particularly strong in:

• Literary biography and criticism 

• Travel writing 

• Movie and theater criticism 

• Art and music criticism

To arrange a free 30-day trial, visit  
www.hwwilson.com/trial

Essay & General 
Literature Index  
Retrospective  
covers a wide range 
of subjects:
• Anthropology
• Archaeology  
• Architecture  
• Art  
• Astronomy
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Children’s Literature 
• Classical Studies  
• Drama  
• Economics  
• Ethics
• Fiction  
• Film 
• Folklore  
• Geography
• Geology
• History  
• Linguistics  
• Music  
• Philosophy
• Physics
• Poetry  
• Political Science  
• Psychology  
• Religion  
• Sociology
• Women’s Studies

Locate the Actual Documents with WilsonWeb Tools

n �Library holdings indicator, linked to your OPAC, lets users know if they’ll 
find cited volumes on your shelves. 

n �WilsonLink SFX-Powered Technology links to full-text articles on any of 
your library’s reference databases that are OpenURL compliant.

Toll Free: 800-367-6770 • Tel: 718-588-8400 
Fax: 718-590-1617 or 800-590-1617
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